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The 1983-1984 Skule Handbook and Calendar was produced with the help of Joe Chiang, Greg Dow, Ed Grandy, Mike Ogryzlo,
Johanne Picard, Steve Roberts and Warren Thompson. Special thanks to Barry Levine for ads, Lena Kim for artwork, Randy Sinukoff
for advice and pics and Jeanette Southwood for everything else. Original material was typeset by the newspaper and the Varsity,
and the book was printed by Delta Web Graphics

All original material copyright 1983 The University of Toronto Engineering Society.

This has been yet another SKULE production.
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A Message from the Dean

To those of you who are entering
undergraduate engineering studies, |
welcome you to the Faculty of Ap-
plied Science and Engineering and
hope that you will find your life here
to be both profitable and enjoyable.
Four years may seem like a long time
ahead, but you will find it little
enough to acquire the concepts,
skills and insights which you will
need in your continuing professional
career.

To those of you who are returning,
welcome back! In these difficult
economic times, many of you will
not have been able to get the
engineering experience or the in-
come you desired during the past
summer. All indications point
however to an economic im-
provement and several leading in-
dustries are even predicting a shor-
tage of engineering graduates within
the decade. Now is a good time to be
engineering students preparing your-
selves for demanding professional
responsibility in the growth and
development years ahead.

Canada has special needs for
engineers at this time as it converts
from a largely resource or branch
plant industrial approach to an ability
to compete in advanced technology
in world markets. We need to
develop further our competence in
creative design, based on research
and development and on an acute
sensitivity to the needs of the
marketplace. In particular, we need
to respond effectively to the oppor-
tunities made possible through com-
puter technology. Graduates in all
engineering programs must in-
creasingly become expert in com-
puter applications  within their
disciplines.

The number of engineers needed
for the application of computers in
business, government and industry
— including our important resource
industries — will, in my view vastly
exceed the number required to
develop new computers. Thus, while
many good “computer engineers”’
will be needed, essentially all

engineers will soon become “Com-
puter applications engineers”.

Entry into engineering is based
primarily on demonstrated excellen-
ce in mathematics and sciences, sin-
ce these subjects are essential foun-
dations for later studies. Much of the
undergraduate cirriculum is devoted
to building up capability in technical
analysis and design. Most employers
express considerable satisfaction with
the technical competence of the
graduates they employ. Their most
frequent complaint relates to the
ability of our graduates to express
themselves clearly and concisely,
both in written and oral form. Some
studies have shown that engineers
spend more than half of their time
communicating. In the interests of
success in your future careers, | hope
that all of you will take every oppor-
tunity to develop your com-
municative skills.

Although our student/professor
ratio is about the same as in smaller
engineering schools, the size of our
Faculty is such that we must depend
largely on student initiative in ap-
proaching professors for assistance
and advice. While the professors are
usually very busy with their teaching,
research and community service,
they give high priority to individual
consultations arising from such ap-
proaches. It is part of your respon-
sibility and also a part of your
professional conditioning that you
seek help when needed. And, when
you feel it appropriate, do not
hesitate to contact one of the
Associate Deans or myself.

With best wishes for your success
and satisfaction in the coming year.

Gordon R. Slemon
Dean
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